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parents. It allows young people to
carry on their lives, and it allows the
disabled to live an independent and
productive life because of the Social
Security benefit.

It is important that this debate be
full of a factual content. It is not polit-
ical. It is not Republican. It is not
Democratic. It is really an American
debate on how we want to take care of
those most needy. What kind of sepa-
rate umbrella do we provide? Do we
eliminate the opportunity for 401(k)?
Absolutely not. Private savings ac-
count? It is your choice.

Those who are in the generation
under 45, under 50 have every right to
establish their own private savings ac-
count, but it is not a place for Social
Security. Social Security stands on its
own feet as an investment in those in
America, for those who have worked
hard and those who may have no other
options. And I believe it is important
that we maintain Social Security and
not break the bank by taking almost a
trillion dollars, a trillion dollars to put
in a private savings account.

Mr. Speaker, I can assure you in our
congressional districts, Republicans
and Democrats alike are understanding
this issue. They know that this is di-
vide and conquer, and they know it is
wrong. Social Security deserves to be
saved.

I want to speak very quickly about
this whole issue of low-performing
schools and not educating America’s
workforce. The Governors over the past
couple of days said that they are hesi-
tant on putting No Child Left Behind
in high schools because it is a problem.
It is not working.

You can have regulations and yet
have, if you will, no dollars; and that is
what we are finding in Houston, Texas,
the announcement of low-performing
schools with no solutions. We are
working in Houston, Texas, where the
community has now come together,
parents and others, forming caucuses
around the idea of working to help
those low-performing schools and give
children an opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, regulatory entangle-
ment is not the answer. Leave No Child
Behind has left many children behind.
We now have to get our hands involved,
our hands on, and we have to work to-
gether as Americans but also as com-
munity people to ensure that our
schools are working to educate our
young people.

In Houston just a few days ago, we
saw a terrible tragedy of a 6-month-old
child abused, sexually abused, phys-
ically abused, huge bruises all over this
child. This is an epidemic. First, I
would like to thank the Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Dr. Lyn in par-
ticular and all the doctors in the emer-
gency room that now over the past
couple of months have allowed this
child to leave the hospital and go to a
foster home.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
to call for hearings here in the United
States Congress. The Congressional
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Children’s Caucus will take up this
issue to hold hearings, to hear from
people around America of the epidemic
of child abuse. If nothing else, an inno-
cent child deserves the right to live a
beautiful quality of life. The heinous
and horrible people, parents or not,
that would abuse a child both sexually
and physically should be obviously put
in the criminal justice system, and
more importantly not be allowed to be
able to have that child again.

We must protect our children, and I
call for these hearings as well as legis-
lation to stop the epidemic of child
abuse.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 841, CONTINUITY IN REP-
RESENTATION ACT OF 2005

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 109-10) on the
resolution (H. Res. 125) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 841) to
require States to hold special elections
to fill vacancies in the House of Rep-
resentatives not later than 45 days
after the vacancy is announced by the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives in extraordinary circumstances,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 27, JOB TRAINING IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 109-11) on the
resolution (H. Res. 126) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 27) to en-
hance the workforce investment sys-
tem of the Nation by strengthening
one-stop career centers, providing for
more effective governance arrange-
ments, promoting access to a more
comprehensive array of employment,
training, and related services, estab-
lishing a targeted approach to serving
youth, and improving performance ac-
countability, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

————

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’
AFFAIRS, 109TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 2 of rule Xl of the Rules of the House,
| submit for printing in the RECORD the Rules
of Procedure of the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, which were adopted at the organiza-
tional meeting of the Committee on February
10, 2005.
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COMMITTEE RULES OF PROCEDURE
FOR THE 109TH CONGRESS
(Adopted February 10, 2005)

RULE 1—APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES

The Rules of the House are the rules of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day is a privi-
leged motion in Committees and subcommit-
tees. Each subcommittee of the Committee
is a part of the Committee and is subject to
the authority and direction of the Com-
mittee and to its rules so far as applicable.

RULE 2—COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS
REGULAR AND ADDITIONAL MEETINGS

(a)(1) The regular meeting day for the
Committee shall be at 10 a.m. on the second
Wednesday of each month in such place as
the Chairman may designate. However, the
Chairman may dispense with a regular
Wednesday meeting of the Committee.

(2)(A) The Chairman of the Committee
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or
resolution pending before the Committee or
for the conduct of other Committee business.
The Committee shall meet for such purpose
pursuant to the call of the Chairman.

(B) The Chairman shall notify each mem-
ber of the Committee of the agenda of each
regular and additional meeting of the Com-
mittee at least 24 hours before the time of
the meeting, except under circumstances the
Chairman determines to be of an emergency
nature. Under such circumstances, the
Chairman shall make an effort to consult the
ranking minority member, or in such mem-
ber’s absence, the next ranking minority
party member of the Committee.

WIRELESS TELEPHONE USE PROHIBITED

(b) No person may use a wireless telephone
during a Committee or subcommittee meet-
ing or hearing.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

(c)(1) The Chairman, in the case of a hear-
ing to be conducted by the Committee, and
the subcommittee Chairman, in the case of a
hearing to be conducted by a subcommittee,
shall make public announcement of the date,
place, and subject matter of any hearing to
be conducted on any measure or matter at
least one week before the commencement of
that hearing unless the Committee or the
subcommittee determines that there is good
cause to begin the hearing at an earlier date.
In the latter event, the Chairman or the sub-
committee Chairman, as the case may be,
shall consult with the ranking minority
member and make such public announce-
ment at the earliest possible date. The clerk
of the Committee shall promptly notify the
Daily Clerk of the Congressional Record and
the Committee scheduling service of the
House Information Resources as soon as pos-
sible after such public announcement is
made.

(2) Meetings and hearings of the Com-
mittee and each of its subcommittees shall
be open to the public unless closed in accord-
ance with clause 2(g) of House rule XI.

QUORUM AND ROLLCALLS

(d)(1) A majority of the members of the
Committee shall constitute a quorum for
business and a majority of the members of
any subcommittee shall constitute a quorum
thereof for business, except that two mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking testimony and receiving evi-
dence.

(2) No measure or recommendation shall be
reported to the House of Representatives un-
less a majority of the Committee was actu-
ally present.
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(3) There shall be kept in writing a record
of the proceedings of the Committee and
each of its subcommittees, including a
record of the votes on any question on which
a recorded vote is demanded. The result of
each such record vote shall be made avail-
able by the Committee for inspection by the
public at reasonable times in the offices of
the Committee. Information so available for
public inspection shall include a description
of the amendment, motion, order or other
proposition and the name of each member
voting for and each member voting against
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition, and the names of those members
present but not voting.

(4) A record vote may be demanded by one-
fifth of the members present or, in the appar-
ent absence of a quorum, by any one mem-
ber. With respect to any record vote on any
motion to amend or report, the total number
of votes cast for and against, and the names
of those members voting for and against,
shall be included in the report of the Com-
mittee on the bill or resolution.

(56) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee with respect to
any measure or matter may be cast by
proxy.

POSTPONING PROCEEDINGS

(e) Committee and subcommittee chairmen
may postpone further proceedings when a
record vote is ordered on the question of ap-
proving a measure or matter or on adopting
an amendment, and may resume proceedings
within two legislative days on a postponed
question after reasonable notice. When pro-
ceedings resume on a postponed question,
notwithstanding any intervening order for
the previous question, an underlying propo-
sition shall remain subject to further debate
or amendment to the same extent as when
the question was postponed.

CALLING AND INTERROGATING WITNESSES

(f)(1) Committee and subcommittee mem-
bers may question witnesses only when they
have been recognized by the Chairman of the
Committee or subcommittee for that pur-
pose, and only for a 5-minute period until all
members present have had an opportunity to
question a witness. The 5-minute period for
questioning a witness by any one member
may be extended only with the unanimous
consent of all members present. The ques-
tioning of witnesses in both Committee and
subcommittee hearings shall be initiated by
the Chairman, followed by the ranking mi-
nority party member and all other members
alternating between the majority and minor-
ity. Except as otherwise announced by the
Chairman at the beginning of a hearing,
members who are present at the start of the
hearing will be recognized before other mem-
bers who arrive after the hearing has begun.
In recognizing members to question wit-
nesses in this fashion, the Chairman shall
take into consideration the ratio of the ma-
jority to minority members present and
shall establish the order of recognition for
questioning in such a manner as not to dis-
advantage the members of the majority.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1) regarding the 5-minute rule, the
Chairman after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member may designate an
equal number of members of the Committee
or subcommittee majority and minority
party to question a witness for a period not
longer than 30 minutes. In no event shall the
Chairman allow a member to question a wit-
ness for an extended period under this rule
until all members present have had the op-
portunity to ask questions under the 5-
minute rule. The Chairman after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member may
permit Committee staff for its majority and
minority party members to question a wit-
ness for equal specified periods of time.
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(3) So far as practicable: (A) each witness
who is to appear before the Committee or a
subcommittee shall file with the clerk of the
Committee, at least 48 hours in advance of
the appearance of the witness, a written
statement of the testimony of the witness
and shall limit any oral presentation to a
summary of the written statement; and (B)
each witness appearing in a non-govern-
mental capacity shall include with the writ-
ten statement of proposed testimony a cur-
riculum vitae and a disclosure of the amount
and source (by agency and program) of any
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or con-
tract (or subcontract thereof) received dur-
ing the current fiscal year or either of the
two preceding fiscal years.

(4) When a hearing is conducted by the
Committee or a subcommittee on any meas-
ure or matter, the minority party members
on the Committee shall be entitled, upon re-
quest to the Chairman of a majority of those
minority members before the completion of
the hearing, to call witnesses selected by the
minority to testify with respect to that
measure or matter during at least one day of
the hearing thereon.

MEDIA COVERAGE OF PROCEEDINGS

(g) Any meeting of the Committee or its
subcommittees that is open to the public
shall be open to coverage by radio, tele-
vision, and still photography in accordance
with the provisions of clause 4 of House rule
XI.

SUBPOENAS

(h) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of House rule
XI, a subpoena may be authorized and issued
by the Committee or a subcommittee in the
conduct of any investigation or series of in-
vestigations or activities, only when author-
ized by a majority of the members voting, a
majority being present.

(i) The Chairman of the full Committee is
directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of
House rule XXII whenever the Chairman con-
siders it appropriate.

RULE 3—GENERAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY

(a) In order to assist the House in:

(1) Its analysis, appraisal, evaluation of (A)
the application, administration, execution,
and effectiveness of the laws enacted by the
Congress, or (B) conditions and cir-
cumstances which may indicate the neces-
sity or desirability of enacting new or addi-
tional legislation, and

(2) its formulation, consideration and en-
actment of such modifications or changes in
those laws, and of such additional legisla-
tion, as may be necessary or appropriate, the
Committee and its various subcommittees,
consistent with their jurisdiction as set
forth in Rule 4, shall have oversight respon-
sibilities as provided in subsection (b).

(b)(1) The Committee and its subcommit-
tees shall review and study, on a continuing
basis, the applications, administration, exe-
cution, and effectiveness of those laws, or
parts of laws, the subject matter of which is
within the jurisdiction of the Committee or
subcommittee, and the organization and op-
eration of the Federal agencies and entities
having responsibilities in or for the adminis-
tration and execution thereof, in order to de-
termine whether such laws and the programs
thereunder are being implemented and car-
ried out in accordance with the intent of the
Congress and whether such programs should
be continued, curtailed, or eliminated.

(2) In addition, the Committee and its sub-
committees shall review and study any con-
ditions or circumstances which may indicate
the necessity or desirability of enacting new
or additional legislation within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee or subcommittee
(whether or not any bill or resolution has
been introduced with respect thereto), and
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shall on a continuing basis undertake future
research and forecasting on matters within
the jurisdiction of the Committee or sub-
committee.

(3) Not later than February 15 of the first
session of a Congress, the Committee shall
meet in open session, with a quorum present,
to adopt its oversight plans for that Con-
gress for submission to the Committee on
House Administration and the Committee on
Government Reform, in accordance with the
provisions of clause 2(d) of House rule X.

RULE 4—VICE CHAIRMEN

The Chairman of the full Committee shall
designate the Vice Chairman of the Com-
mittee and a Vice Chairman of each sub-
committee established under Rule 5(a)(1).

RULE 5—SUBCOMMITTEES
ESTABLISHMENT AND JURISDICTION OF
SUBCOMMITTEES

(a)(1) There shall be four subcommittees of
the Committee as follows:

(A) Subcommittee on Disability Assistance
and Memorial Affairs, which shall have legis-
lative, oversight and investigative jurisdic-
tion over compensation; general and special
pensions of all the wars of the United States;
life insurance issued by the Government on
account of service in the Armed Forces;
cemeteries of the United States in which vet-
erans of any war or conflict are or may be
buried, whether in the United States or
abroad, except cemeteries administered by
the Secretary of the Interior; burial benefits;
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals; and the
Court of Appeals for Veterans’ Claims.

(B) Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity, which shall have legislative, over-
sight and investigative jurisdiction over edu-
cation of veterans, employment and training
of veterans, vocational rehabilitation, vet-
erans’ housing programs, readjustment of
servicemembers to civilian life, and
servicemembers civil relief.

(C) Subcommittee on Health, which shall
have legislative, oversight and investigative
jurisdiction over veterans’ hospitals, medical
care, and treatment of veterans.

(D) Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, which shall have oversight and in-
vestigative jurisdiction over veterans’ mat-
ters generally, and over such matters as may
be referred to the subcommittee by the
Chairman of the full Committee for its over-
sight or investigation and for its appropriate
recommendations. The subcommittee shall
only have legislative jurisdiction over such
bills or resolutions as may be referred to it
by the Chairman of the full Committee. Pro-
vided, however, that the activities of the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations
shall in no way limit the responsibility of
the other subcommittees of the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs for carrying out their
oversight duties.

In addition, each subcommittee shall have
responsibility for such other measures or
matters as the Chairman refers to it.

(2) Any vacancy in the membership of a
subcommittee shall not affect the power of
the remaining members to execute the func-
tions of that subcommittee.

(3) On each subcommittee, there shall be a
ratio of majority party members to minority
party members which shall be consistent
with the ratio on the full Committee.

REFERRAL TO SUBCOMMITTEES

(b)(1) The Chairman of the Committee may
refer a measure or matter, which is within
the general responsibility of more than one
of the subcommittees of the Committee, as
the Chairman deems appropriate.

(2) In referring any measure or matter to a
subcommittee, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee may specify a date by which the sub-
committee shall report thereon to the Com-
mittee.
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POWERS AND DUTIES

(c)(1) Each subcommittee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and
report to the full Committee on all matters
referred to it or under its jurisdiction. Sub-
committee chairmen shall set dates for hear-
ings and meetings of their respective sub-
committees after consultation with the
Chairman of the Committee and other sub-
committee chairmen with a view toward
avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Com-
mittee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings whenever possible.

(2) Whenever a subcommittee has ordered a
bill, resolution, or other matter to be re-
ported to the Committee, the Chairman of
the subcommittee reporting the bill, resolu-
tion, or matter to the full Committee, or any
member authorized by the subcommittee to
do so shall notify the Chairman and the
ranking minority party member of the Com-
mittee of the Subcommittee’s action.

(3) A member of the Committee who is not
a member of a particular subcommittee may
sit with the subcommittee during any of its
meetings and hearings, but shall not have
authority to vote, cannot be counted for a
quorum, and cannot raise a point of order at
the meeting or hearing.

(4) Each subcommittee of the Committee
shall provide the Committee with copies of
such records of votes taken in the sub-
committee and such other records with re-
spect to the subcommittee as the Chairman
of the Committee deems necessary for the
Committee to comply with all rules and reg-
ulations of the House.

RULE 6—TRANSCRIPTS AND RECORDS

(a)(1) There shall be a transcript made of
each regular and additional meeting and
hearing of the Committee and its sub-
committees. Any such transcript shall be a
substantially verbatim account of remarks
actually made during the proceedings, sub-
ject only to technical, grammatical, and ty-
pographical corrections authorized by the
person making the remarks involved.

(2) The Committee shall keep a record of
all actions of the Committee and each of its
subcommittees. The record shall contain all
information required by clause 2(e)(1) of
House rule XTI and shall be available for pub-
lic inspection at reasonable times in the of-
fices of the Committee.

(3) The records of the Committee at the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available for public use in
accordance with House rule VII. The Chair-
man shall notify the ranking minority mem-
ber of any decision, pursuant to clause 3 or
clause 4 of the rule, to withhold a record oth-
erwise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination
on written request of any member of the
Committee.

————

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
claim the time of the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. BUYER).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

————

MARINE CORPS AND NAVY TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I have introduced H.R. 34,
which would expand the name of the
Department of the Navy to be Navy
and Marine Corps.

Mr. Speaker, we have four services
that stand alone that represent the
greatness of our men and women in
uniform, the Army, the Navy, the Air
Force and the Marine Corps. Mr.
Speaker, all these services have great
heritage and great history. The Marine
Corps and the Navy are a team. Both
are separate under the Department of
Navy. The Marine Corps is not part of
the Navy. The Navy is not part of the
Marine Corps. It is under the Depart-
ment of the Navy.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
to recognize that the four services
should be appreciated and recognized
separately. I think it is important that
the Marine Corps and the Navy, which
are a team and remain a team, that the
coach of the team, in this case which is
the Secretary of the Navy, carry the
name Secretary of Navy and Marine
Corps.

Mr. Speaker, this is the third year
that this bill has been introduced. Each
yvear the House in a bipartisan way
sends this bill over to the Senate, but
so far the other body has not been will-
ing to accept the House position. Al-
ready we have close to 70 Members,
both Republican and Democrat, who
have joined me again in H.R. 34 to ex-
pand the name of the Department of
the Navy and Marine Corps.

Mr. Speaker, let me share with you
some of the comments from those who
have served, the first one being Wade
Sanders, who in 1993 to 1998 served as
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Navy for Reserve Affairs. I want to
read from his letter:

‘““As a combat veteran and former Naval of-
ficer, I understand the importance of the
team dynamic, and the importance of recog-
nizing the contributions of team compo-
nents. The Navy and Marine Corps team is
just that, a dynamic partnership, and it is
important to symbolically recognize the bal-
ance of that partnership.”

Let me also read a letter from the
former commandant of the TUnited
States Marine Corps, General Charles
Krulak: ‘I heartily endorse this bill as
an initiative that appropriately honors
all of the superb men and women of the
Naval Service, sailors and Marines.”

Mr. Speaker, very quickly, from the
Fleet Reserve Association, which is
made up of Navy, Marine Corps and
Coast Guardsmen: ‘“And, finally, the
Corps as the second most senior armed
service should receive the honor it
truly deserves, equitable distinction
among the military departments in the
U.S. defense structure. Recognizing the
Corps as an equal partner in a new De-
partment of the Navy and Marine
Corps gives the Marines the distinction
and esteem they truly deserve.”

Mr. Speaker, let me close by pointing
out why I believe this is so important.
To my left is a blow-up of the citation
of the Silver Star presented to the fam-
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ily of a Marine who was Kkilled at
Nasiriyah. His name was Michael Bitz.

Mr. Speaker, as you can see at the
top, it was in the official heading, the
Secretary of the Navy, Washington,
D.C. and there is a Navy flag. Mr.
Speaker, the Navy and the Marine
Corps are a team, and this headline
should be as a team.

Let me show you, Mr. Speaker, when
I take down the order and we had the
graphic department to work with us on
this. Let me show you just how dy-
namic this team is, this Marine who
gave his life for his country, and his
family received the Silver Star, tell me
15 years down the road, Mr. Speaker,
when his children look up at their
daddy and their daddy gave his life for
this country and he was a Marine. If
this was hanging on the wall, the Sec-
retary of the Navy and Marine Corps
with the Navy flag and the Marine flag,
the team, Mr. Speaker, would that
child not be proud of his daddy to know
that his father died for this country
and he was recognized as a Marine in
the heading, Secretary of Navy and
Marine Corps?

Mr. Speaker, I intend to come down
on the floor at least once a week for
the next few weeks and try to get more
and more of my colleagues, both Re-
publican and Democrat, to co-sponsor
this legislation with me. It is time that
the Marine Corps be treated equally
and fairly. There are four services,
which the Congress has said twice over
the last 30 years. We have four services:
Marine Corps, Army, Navy, and Air
Force. It is time that the Department
of the Navy carry the name Navy and
Marine Corps.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I want to
close by asking God to please bless our
men and women in uniform and to
bless their families. I ask God to please
bless the families who have given a
child dying for freedom in Afghanistan
or Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, I close by asking God
three times, please, God, please, God,
please, God, continue to bless America.

STOP DENIAL OF ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE BY TURKEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Ambas-
sador Evans, the U.S. Ambassador to
Armenia, recently when meeting with
Armenian Americans during visits in
several U.S. cities referenced the Ar-
menian genocide. In a series of public
statements, Ambassador Evans who
has studied Russian history at Yale
and Columbia and Ottoman history at
the Kennan Institute stated, “I will
today call it the Armenian Genocide.”

Mr. Speaker, Ambassador Evans’
statements did not contradict U.S. pol-
icy, but rather articulated the same
message that the Bush administration
has sent to the public, the only dif-
ference in this case is that Ambassador
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